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Lesson 1

L il i ~A7-37—T7,

[ am Mike Miller.
Notes:  |X (wa) — a topic marker

You can make almost anything/anybody a topic to describe with this particle.

2 br-ulx ~A7-35—7T7,

[ am Mike Miller.
Notes:  G9~ — am /is / are

The dictionary form of Td is 7-.

5o blLiT FAEGKEY) LedHEREA,

[ am not a student.

Notes:  UwodWFHA — amnot /is not / are not
TlE HYVFEHA is more formal than U YV FEHA. The informal forms of T are 72, U=
RN, TEoTe, UolpioTz,

O RELD) SATE B FEAEY) T,

Is Mr. Yamada a teacher?
Notes: 7y — @ question marker

Place 7> at the end of a sentence to denote questions.

5 HTF (727200 ST 2B (VLo WA) T, FHEIAL SHE T,

Mr. Tanaka is a company worker. Mr. Yoshida is also a company worker.
Notes: 3, — aswell as / also / too

%, can be added to the topic, in which case you must drop I'% as they cannot coexist.
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T Lo FELLL) TT,

This is my dictionary.
X/ FIL / HIL  — this/ the one near the listener / that one over there

These cannot be used to refer to people.

ZO KUFA)IZX Bl TT,

This book is mine.
ZD /) FD /[ HD — These refer to the noun near the speaker, near the listener, and over
there respectively.

Notice the Japanese Z — %— & — &£ -system.

U TeITT 2o T8BITT 2

[sthis & or F?
Sentence 1 7>, Sentence 2 /)> — Sentence 1 or Sentence 2

Notice that T is used twice in this structure.

L ava—4—0 KUFZA) TT,

This is a book on computers.
@® — of, belonging to / working for,about

Notice that ® can establish a lot of relationships between two objects/people.
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BFREE(THH) W 1T HFEZ T,

The bathroom is over there.
zZ /) *FZ /) ®»%FZ /FZ — the place near the speaker, near the listener, away
from both of them and where respectively.

Can you relate these to the Z — % - & — & system?




11

Notes:

Lesson 4

HATD BAREE 1 Japanese4all.com

T2 —F—IL HHL T,

There is an elevator over there.

b/ EFHL /BB /BB — the politer forms of 22/ £Z /) HFZ / EZ

These polite forms are often used by shop assistants in a department store.
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A (NFE) RAEEL) T, — F% (D) 5EE(L) T

What time is it now? — It is bpm.

U — o’clock, 724U = what time / 5 U =5 o’clock

A asin 9UIFA means half an hour — i.e. 30 minutes.

g 7RO BEELL,

I got up at 7 this morning.
BEFT — togetup/ An informal form of this verb is J}3X5.
The opposite of X5 is 5.

F& 6FF (L) I BEELI,

I got up at six this morning.
|2 — atime marker

= A as in 6FFZ A means “about 6 o’clock”.

OiF (L) b 10KF (L) ET M (NAZEI) LETS

I study from 9 to 10.
NH ~ FT — from (9 o'clock ) to (10 o’clock)
Do not put them in the other way around — ie. 10/RFET 9EF D,
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Lesson 5
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TR (FJHW) & HEH (IBHLIOWM) I K(PT) AT,

My days off are Saturday and Sunday.
L — and

L can not join two sentences, two verbs, two adjectives.
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EFE(LIOIF RETW~A) T 4,

You are busy, aren’t you?
72— Place #2 at the end of the sentence to seek agreement.

12, &, 7> are all placed at the end of the sentence.
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HA(&XDL) ~ »EERT,

I will go to Kyoto.
~(e) — a destination marker

|2 can sometimes be used as a destination marker as well.

XOHNLT Lo~y WEFEHATL,

I did not go anywhere yesterday.
EZ~% — nowhere / do not go, come anywhere

Y2~ requires a negative ending as 724U /7212% do.

27 —T BR(ZE)~ WEET,

I will go to the station by taxi.
T — means of transport

When you walk somewhere, say [&HAWT WEET ).
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2 EhES L RIR(BERBIH) ~ WEET,

I will go to Osaka with my friend.
Notes: L — with somebody

L oL XIZ is also possible instead of &.

2 DEDT HAR(EDEXD) ~ WVEET,

I will go to Tokyo on my own.
Notes: {7 T — onmy / your / her /his / their own / alone

DT can also mean “without anybody’s help”.

B WO BARWUIIZA) ~ K (Z) ZL72h,

When did you come to Japan?
Notes: V> — when?

A VIV 3.Vt ST A . VA o X O VAR AWy e A AV V.Y

A anald KOABIIC KK BTt L

Smoking is not good for your health, I insist.
Notes:  J7 — Place & at the end of the sentence to stress / emphasize

A good linguistic tool to stress a message.

Lesson 6

B Va—RE (D) HET,

I drink some juice.
Notes: %2 — an object marker
An object in grammar refers to the noun that is affected by the other noun which is usually a

subject.
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KNE(ZHZA)T T=A% LET,

I play tennis in the park.

T — A marker to denote a place where an action takes place

When you do some activity at a place, then T should be your choice rather than (Z.
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WoLxll a—b—% (D) HEEAD,

Why don’t we have a coffee together?

FHAD — Won't you .

e

In declining an offer, you say 3 A FH AN, Hrol, | .

Hrol ZHoITAT IR(LT) AELLD,

Let’s have a break and go to a coffee shop.

FLI19 — Let'sdo...

TAHAFEHFAND, Brok, . . can be said to decline.

BAUAZ, BrEx (cf. Bb, B0 1)

Your country, your name

¥ — ahonorific prefix, as is Z.

When you talk about your country/name, drop 5.
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IILT Zixar &) NET

We eat cooked rice with chopsticks.

T — atool marker

VXA is cooked rice and

Z ¥ is uncooked rice - ie. just grains.
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LT KLZSAZ B3R % biFEL,

I gave some flowers to Yoshiko.
\Z — arecipient marker

{Z in this usage is also called an indirect object marker.

HizUiE XLZsAll 1032 bounEL,

I received flowers from Yoshiko.
IZ — the agent

{2 here refers the a person whom [ received some flowers from.

o o AUFA) HO)WELIZDY

Have you already bought this book?
H9  — already

Notice that ¥ means “also”.

OAZIIAE B9 T-_ELED, Wz FE T,

Have you already had lunch? — No, not yet.
%72 — not yet

%7- implies that some action is going to be completed at a later time.
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BWLY / BWLLZRY / BWLdole / BWLLRD o7

delicious / not delicious / was delicious / was not delicious
U —adjective  — These adjectives conjugate like verbs

Learn W\ / X7y / IdvoT= /) K<ZenooTz-.
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BNWLLBHYVEEA

is not tasty (politer than U \LL72h>7=T9")
BNWLLBHDFEEA, BOLLBHDFEEA TLIE — Politer forms of negative \  -adjectives
- <BVEFA / <KBVFEEA TLIZ are better in negative statements.

hnze <5HF K5FEFT S Tdy,)

a beautiful car
73 adjectives — 72 drops when no noun follows

Notice when 72 remains and when not.

ETH B4 (PHDWV) 7 KREFETEWNRL) T,

a very famous university
LTt — very (in a positive sense)

. . . ” ”
HFEY is used in negative sentences to mean very .

ZHE HFEY BBV EFEA R,

This is not very tasty.
»HFED — very (in a negative sense)

& T is used in positive sentences to mean “very”.

BLILIT £5 T, - T WERLWTT L,

How is your work? — I am very busy.
9  — how (s it?) = to ask an impression / an opinion

Employ adjectives to respond to &9H—questions.
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FH(ZroE) T FALR FH T, - ETH &g LZATY,

What kind of town is Kyoto? — It is a beautiful place.
EA7p — What kind of (Noun)..? = to ask an impression / an opinion

Notice that the response to this & contains an adjective — ZFLU /2.

BTLIEL BOLWTT BN brod &) v T,

Sushi is delicious, but it is quite expensive.
75— but
This is not a subject marker, but a conjunction to join two sentences where the content is

contradictory.

LLBSAD pSiE ENTIDN,

Which is Yoshio’s umbrella?

EtL — which one (out of more than three things)?
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DILIE TUZNTATH 27120 HVET,

[ have two digital cameras.

~E ~0 BHVET /L)W ET /4 (F)XTT  — have, own / understand / like

Notice both [% and 7% are employed.

VoZSAE BEFEDAL) DY $ZL 5y (D) D0 ET,

Linda understands kanji a little.
JL /72w /72 KEA / TZL+ . . FT — verywell / almost / alot / alittle

These are usually employed in positive constructions.
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g H(ELE) sAlE PEEE (b)) BAEA 75 (0) hEEA,

Yeshida knows little Chinese.
HEN, FATA+, .. FHA — hardly / not at all

These are employed in negative constructions.
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Lesson 10

B (CrA) 8 DV EREADD, 158 (~AZE)) LEEATL,

I did not study because I did not have time.
725 — because (to establish a casual relationship between two sentences.)

Don’t confuse this with 7>% which denotes the starting time/place.

EILT N=T =T KE)FEEAD - WERLODLTT,

Why did you not come to the party? — Because I was busy.
EH9LT — why

72 can also be used to mean 'why’.

49

Notes:

50

Notes:

RE (AT B (S<D) Y BYVET,

There are some cherry trees in the park.
HVFEF — existence of inanimate things

This cannot be used to refer to existence of the animate such as people.

NE(ZHZANIT ZEBD BAUTA) WET,

There are three children in the park.
V\WF9  — existence of the people, animals, birds, fish, etc.

Compare this with &V F9".

10
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723005 UWETD,
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I (~R0) 12

Who is in the room?
I{Z — a location marker where something/somebody exist.

IZ can be a time / destination / recipient marker.

T—=7ND EO)IT EEE(TADL) N HVET,

There is a telephone on the table.
292/ LTz / $£% /9LA — on /under /in front of / behind

Notice that a place marker (Z is employed with these position-related nouns.

HL(2KR) D T (LT V4R HEE(E-0) 0 HVET,

There are magazines and a radio, etc. under the desk.
X° — to make a list in an inexhaustive manner

L makes an exhaustive list of things/people.
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DA% 4D <23,

Give me four apples.
[N WA N e NN
O/ &5TeD [ oD /LoD /DD TeoD/1igD [ Koo/ ZZDD/EE

— an universal counter for anything

WAZZ WD H@)WETH,

How many apples will you buy?
V-> — how many things

Never use this to count people.

11
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% TAN(STZD) T AL WKB T,

How much is a room for two people?
Notes: NV 5720 ZAIZA, — one person, two people, three people

72 A2 A means “how many people?”.

T DN [ 500 ) Bodn

the 1st, 2nd, 3rd ( of a month )
Notes:  DUNT=h /[ 507y ) oy Kohy /00Dy / Loy / 7eDDs ) Iody ) 22D/ LED)
— the first 10 days of a month

72026 means “what day of the month is it?”.

B LBV BARFEWIZAD) & il (NAZxD) LELEDN,

How long did you study Japanese?

Notes: XD HLVY  — how long

With EdD<HUN, you are talking about duration of time.

9 1 H (WoiniF o) 2 () HUY BRE (023 2 B (3) £

I see a film about twice a month.

Notes: Gf_’ — per

EDOLHUY B (ZW3) &2 BLE9), is the question for the answer above.

0 IREP) AT BRER (2HEHT) 23T,

I have a day off only on Sundays.
Notes: 72|} — only used in positive constructions

DAZ T2 BXET, / AT Loy BXFH A, L) is used in negative constructions.

12



Lesson 12

61

Notes:

62

Notes:

63

Notes:

64

Notes:

HATD BAREE 1 Japanese4all.com

ELIDAIEL LEDTL,

The library was quiet.
L2 CTLZ — was quiet

Can you conjugate C9 formally and informally?

ZOa—b—x HDO ma—b—J0D BLLWTT A,

This coffee is nicer than that one.

£ — than

Notice where &Y is placed.

FAR(EDEXD) D 1E9H R (BBSD) LD R(EBE)ENTT,

Tokyo is larger than Osaka.
1¥9 — more than / 1%9 literally means direction as in “in the direction of Tokyo”.

Notice that both |9 and £ are employed in comparative constructions.

HARD 72, DT TASLDN WHIFA TXT9,

Tempura is my favourite Japanese food.
WHIXA — the most

Never employ \WHI1E A in comparing two things/people.
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