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Lesson 1

わたし は　マイク・ミラーです。

I am Mike Miller.

Notes: は (wa)  　→  a topic marker

You can make almost anything/anybody a topic to describe with this particle.

1

わたしは　マイク・ミラーです。

I am Mike Miller.

Notes: です 　→  am / is / are

The dictionary form of です is 　だ.

2

わたしは　学生（がくせい） じゃありません。

I am not a student.

Notes: じゃありません  　→  am not  / is  not / are not

では　ありません is more formal than じゃ　ありません.  The informal forms of です are  だ、じゃ

ない、だった、じゃなかった。

3

山田（やまだ）さんは　先生（せんせい）　ですか。

Is Mr. Yamada a teacher?

Notes: か 　→  a question marker

Place か　at the end of a sentence to denote questions.

4

田中（たなか）さんは　会社員（かいしゃいん）です。吉田さんも　会社員です。

Mr. Tanaka is a company worker. Mr. Yoshida is also a company worker.

Notes: も 　→  as well as / also  /  too

も can be added to the topic, in which case you must drop は as they cannot coexist.
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Lesson 2

これは　わたしの　辞書（じしょ）です。

This is my dictionary.

Notes: これ 　/ それ　 / 　あれ  　→  this /  the one near the listener / that one over there

These cannot be used to refer to people.

6

この　本（ほん）は　わたしの　です。

This book is mine.

Notes: この / その / あの  　→  These refer to the noun near the speaker, near the listener, and  over

there respectively.

Notice the Japanese こ - そ- あ - ど-system.

7

これは　「あ」です　か、「お」です　か。

Is this  あ　or  お?

Notes: Sentence 1 か、Sentence 2 か 　→  Sentence 1 or Sentence 2

Notice that　です is used twice in this structure.

8

これは　コンピューターの　本（ほん）です。

This is a book on computers.

Notes: の 　→  of, belonging to  /  working for,about

Notice that の can establish a lot of relationships between two objects/people.

9

Lesson 3

お手洗（てあら）い　は　あそこ　です。

The bathroom is over there.

Notes: ここ　 / 　そこ　 / 　あそこ　 / どこ  　→  the place near the speaker,  near the listener,  away

from both of them and  where respectively.

Can you relate these to the こ - そ - あ - ど system?
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エスカレーターは　あちら　です。

There is an elevator over there.

Notes: こちら / そちら / あちら　 / どちら 　→  the politer forms of  ここ  /  そこ  /  あそこ  /  どこ

These polite forms are often used by shop assistants in a department store.

11

Lesson 4

今（いま）、なん時（じ）　ですか。－　午後（ごご）　５時（じ）　です。

What time is it now? - It is 5pm.

Notes: じ 　→  o'clock, なんじ = what time  /  ５ じ = 5 o'clock

はん　as in ９じはん means  half an hour - i.e. 30 minutes.

12

けさ　７時（じ）に　おきました。

I got up at 7 this morning.

Notes: おきます 　→  to get up / An informal form of this verb is  おきる.

The opposite of　おきる　 is　ねる.

13

けさ　６時（じ）に　おきました。

I got up at six this morning.

Notes: に 　→  a time marker

ごろ as in ６時ごろ means "about 6 o'clock".

14

９時（じ）　から　１０時（じ）　まで　勉強（べんきょう）します。

I study from 9 to 10.

Notes: から　～　まで 　→  from （9 o'clock ）　to （10 o'clock）

Do not put them in the other way around - ie. １０時まで　９時から。
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土曜日（どようび）　と　日曜日（にちようび）は　休（やす）みです。

My days off are Saturday and Sunday.

Notes: と 　→  and

と can not join two sentences,  two verbs,  two adjectives.

16

仕事（しごと）は　大変（たいへん）　です　ね。　

You are busy, aren't you?

Notes: ね 　→  Place ね at the end of the sentence to  seek agreement.

ね、よ、か are all placed at the end of the sentence.

17

Lesson 5

京都（きょうと）　へ　いきます。

I will go to Kyoto.

Notes: へ(e) 　→  a destination marker

に　can sometimes be used as a destination marker as well.

18

きのうは　どこへも　いきませんでした。

I did not go anywhere yesterday.

Notes: どこへも 　→  nowhere  / do not go, come anywhere

どこへも requires a negative ending as だれも /なにも do.

19

タクシーで　駅（えき）へ　いきます。

I will go to the station by taxi.

Notes: で 　→  means of transport

When you walk somewhere, say  「あるいて　いきます」.
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4



Japanese4all.comみんなの日本語 1

ともだち　と　大阪（おおさか）へ　いきます。　

I will go to Osaka with my friend.

Notes: と 　→  with somebody

と　いっしょに is also possible instead of  と.

21

ひとりで　東京（とうきょう）へ　いきます。

I will go to Tokyo on my own.

Notes: ひとりで 　→  on my / your / her /his / their own  /  alone

ひとりで　can  also mean "without anybody's help".

22

いつ　日本（にほん）へ　来（き）ましたか。

When did you come to Japan?

Notes: いつ 　→  when?

なんじ　 /　なんにち　 /　なんようび　 /　なんがつ　 /　なんねん

23

タバコは　体（からだ）に　よく　ないです　よ。

Smoking is not good for your health, I insist.

Notes: よ 　→  Place よ at the end of the sentence to stress / emphasize

A good linguistic tool to stress a message.

24

Lesson 6

ジュースを　飲（の）みます。

I drink some juice.

Notes: を 　→  an object marker

An object in grammar refers to the noun that is affected by the other noun which is usually a

subject.
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公園（こうえん）で　テニスを　します。

I play tennis in the park.

Notes: で 　→  A marker to denote a place where an action takes place

When you do some activity at a place, then で　should be your choice rather than に.

26

いっしょに　コーヒーを　飲（の）みませんか。

Why don't we have a coffee together?

Notes: ませんか 　→  Won't you ...?

In declining an offer, you say すみませんが、ちょっと、、、

27

ちょっと　きっさてんで　休（やす）みましょう。

Let's have a break and go to a coffee shop.

Notes: ましょう 　→  Let's do ...

すみませんが、ちょっと、、、can be said to decline.

28

おくに、おなまえ（cf.　おちゃ、おかね）

Your country, your name

Notes: お 　→  a honorific prefix, as is ご.

When you talk about your country/name, drop お.

29

Lesson 7

はしで　ごはんを　食（た）べます。

We eat cooked rice with chopsticks.

Notes: で 　→  a tool marker

ごはん is cooked rice and 　こめ is uncooked rice - ie. just grains.
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わたしは　よしこさんに　花（はな）を　あげました。

I gave some flowers to Yoshiko.

Notes: に 　→  a ｒｅｃｉｐｉｅｎｔ marker

に in this usage is also called an indirect object marker.

31

わたしは　よしこさんに　花（はな）を　もらいました。

I received flowers from Yoshiko.

Notes: に 　→  the agent

に　here refers the a person  whom I received some flowers from.

32

もう　この　本（ほん）　買（か）いましたか。

Have you already bought this book?

Notes: もう 　→  already

Notice that も　means "also".

33

ひるごはんを　もう　たべましたか。　いいえ、まだ　です。

Have you already had lunch? - No, not yet.

Notes: まだ 　→  not yet

まだ　implies that some action is going to be completed at a later time.

34

Lesson 8

おいしい  / おいしくない / おいしかった / おいしくなかった

delicious / not delicious / was delicious /  was not delicious

Notes: い-adjective  　→  These adjectives conjugate like verbs

Learn いい  / よくない　 /　よかった　 /　よくなかった.
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おいしくありません

is not tasty (politer than おいしくなかったです）

Notes: おいしくありません、おいしくありませんでした 　→  Politer forms of negative い-adjectives

- くありません  / -くありませんでした are better in negative statements.

36

きれいな　くるま　（くるまは　きれいです。）

a beautiful car

Notes: な adjectives 　→  な drops when no noun follows

Notice when な remains and when not.

37

とても　有名（ゆうめい）な　大学（だいがく）です。

a very famous university

Notes: とても 　→  very (in a positive sense)

あまり is used in negative sentences to mean "very".

38

これは　あまり　おいしくありませんね。

This is not very tasty.

Notes: あまり 　→  very (in a negative sense)

とても is used in positive sentences to mean "very".

39

おしごとは　どう　ですか。- 　とても　いそがしいですよ。

How is your work? - I am very busy.

Notes: どう 　→  how (is it?) = to ask an impression / an opinion

Employ adjectives to respond  to どう-questions.
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京都（きょうと）は　どんな　まちですか。- 　とても　きれいな　ところです。

What kind of town is Kyoto? - It is a beautiful place.

Notes: どんな 　→  What kind of (Noun)..? = to ask an impression / an opinion

Notice that the response to this どう contains an adjective - きれいな.

41

おすしは　おいしいです　が、ちょっと　高（たか）い　ですね。

Sushi is delicious, but it is quite expensive.

Notes: が 　→  but

This is not a subject marker, but a conjunction to join two sentences where the content is

contradictory.

42

よしおさんの　かさは　どれですか。

Which is Yoshio's umbrella?

Notes: どれ 　→  which one (out of more than three things)?

43

Lesson 9

わたしは　デジタルカメラが　２だい　あります。

I have two digital cameras.

Notes: ～は　～が　あります / わかります / 好（す）きです 　→  have, own  /  understand / like

Notice  both は　and が　are employed.

44

リンダさんは　漢字（かんじ）が　すこし　分（わ）かります。

Linda understands kanji a little.

Notes: よく / だいたい / たくさん / すこし＋、、、ます 　→  very well  /  almost  /  a lot  /  a little

These are usually employed in positive constructions.
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9



Japanese4all.comみんなの日本語 1

吉田（よしだ）さんは　中国語（ちゅうごくご）が　ぜんぜん　分（わ）かりません。

Yeshida knows little Chinese.

Notes: あまり、ぜんぜん＋、、、ません 　→  hardly  /  not at all

These are employed in negative constructions.

46

時間（じかん）が　ありませんから、勉強（べんきょう）　しませんでした。

I did not study because I did not have time.

Notes: から 　→  because (to establish a casual relationship between two sentences.)

Don't confuse this with から which denotes the starting time/place.

47

どうして　パーティーに　来（き）ませんか。- いそがしいからです。

Why did you not come to the party? - Because I was busy.

Notes: どうして 　→  why

なぜ　can also be used to mean 'why'.

48

Lesson 10

公園（こうえん）に　桜（さくら）が　あります。

There are some cherry trees in the park.

Notes: あります 　→  existence of inanimate things

This cannot be used to refer to existence of the animate such as people.

49

公園（こうえん）に　こどもが　３人（にん）　います。

There are three children in the park.

Notes: います 　→  existence of the people, animals, birds, fish, etc.

Compare this with あります.
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部屋（へや）に　だれが　いますか。

Who is in the room?

Notes: に 　→  a location marker where something/somebody exist.

に can be a time / destination / recipient marker.

51

テーブルの　上（うえ）に　電話（でんわ）が　あります。

There is a telephone on the table.

Notes: うえ / した  / まえ  / うしろ 　→  on  / under  / in front of  /  behind

Notice that a place marker  に　is employed with these position-related nouns.

52

机（つくえ）の　下（した）に　ラジオや　雑誌（ざっし）が　あります。

There are magazines and a radio, etc. under the desk.

Notes: や 　→  to make a list in an inexhaustive manner

と  makes an exhaustive list of things/people.

53

Lesson 11

りんごを　４つ　ください。

Give me four apples.

Notes: ひとつ /  ふたつ、、、 　→  an universal counter for anything

ひとつ　/ふたつ / みっつ　/よっつ / いつつ/ むっつ/ななつ / やっつ/ ここのつ/とお

54

りんごを　いくつ　買（か）いますか。

How many apples will you buy?

Notes: いくつ 　→  how many things

Never use this to count people.
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二人（ふたり）で　へやは　いくらですか。

How much is a room for two people?

Notes: ひとり、ふたり、さんにん 　→  one person, two people, three people

なんにん　means "how many people?".

56

ついたち / ふつか / みっか 

the 1st, 2nd, 3rd ( of a month ) 

Notes: ついたち / ふつか / みっか/ よっか / いつか / むいか / なのか / ようか / ここのか / とおか 　

→  the first 10 days  of a month

なんにち　means "what day of the month is it?".

57

どのくらい　日本語（にほんご）を　勉強（べんきょう）　しましたか。

How long did you study Japanese?

Notes: どのくらい 　→  how long

With どのくらい、you are talking about duration of time.

58

１ヶ月（いっかげつ）に　２回（かい）ぐらい　映画（えいが）を　見（み）ます。

I see a film about twice a month.

Notes: に 　→  per

どのくらい　映画（えいが）を　見ますか。 is the question for the answer above.

59

休（やす）みは　日曜日（にちようび）だけです。

I have a day off only on Sundays.

Notes: だけ 　→  only used in positive constructions

りんご　だけ　食べます。　 /　りんご　しか　食べません。 しか is used in negative constructions.
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Lesson 12

としょかんは　しずかでした。

The library was quiet.

Notes: しずかでした 　→  was quiet

Can you conjugate です formally and informally?

61

このコーヒーは　あの　コーヒーより　おいしいですね。

This coffee is nicer than that one.

Notes: より 　→  than

Notice where より is placed.

62

東京（とうきょう）の　ほうが　大阪（おおさか）より　大（おお）きいです。

Tokyo is larger than Osaka.

Notes: ほう 　→  more than / ほう　literally means direction as in "in the direction of Tokyo".

Notice that both ほう　and より are employed in comparative constructions.

63

日本の　たべもので　てんぷらが　いちばん　すきです。

Tempura is my favourite Japanese food.

Notes: いちばん 　→  the most

Never employ いちばん　in comparing two things/people.
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